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Short Questions and Answers

Q1. What ideals did Mandela set out for the future of South Africa in his speech?

Answer: Mandela set out ideals for the future of South Africa because he had deep
feelings for his country and countrymen. He pledged to liberate all the people from poverty,
deprivation and discrimination.

Q2. How, according to Mandela, had apartheid policy affected South Africa?
Answer: Apartheid policy had affected South Africa deeply. It had created a deep and
lasting wound in the country and its people. It will take a long time to heal this wound.

Q3. What are the ‘twin obligations’ referred to by Nelson Mandela?

Answer: According to Nelson Mandela, every man has two obligations in life. The first
obligation is to his family, to his parents, wife and children. Secondly, he has an obligation
to his country, people, and community.

Q4. What is the meaning of courage to Mandela?

Answer: According to Mandela, courage was not the absence of fear, but triumph over it.
The brave man is not he who does not feel afraid, but he who conquers that fear. Mandela
learned the true meaning of courage from his comrades in the struggle.

Q5. What was unique in the inauguration ceremony?

Answer: The inauguration ceremony took place in the amphitheatre formed by the Union
Buildings in Pretoria. For decades, this had been the seat of white supremacy. Now it was
the oath taking ceremony day for South Africa’s first democratic, non-racial government. It
was really a unique occasion.

Q6. What did the generals and police officers do on that day?

Answer: The generals and police officers were also there. They were in their uniform. They
had ribbons and medals on their chests. They saluted Mandela with great respect.
Mandela was the first black President of South Africa. Although, many years ago, they
might have arrested him.
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Q 1. Discuss the scene of the inauguration ceremony? Who took oath in the ceremony?
Why is the inauguration called a historic occasion for South Africa?

Answer: It was the bright and clear day of 10th May, 1994. The inauguration ceremony
took place in the Union Buildings amphitheatre in Pretoria. The most famous world leaders
and representatives gathered there. The generals and police officers were also there. They
had medals and ribbons on their chests. South African jets, helicopters and troop carriers
roared in perfect formation over the Union Buildings. First of all Mr. de Klerk, then Thabo
Mbeki and then Nelson Mandela took the oath.

The inauguration can be called a historic occasion for South Africa as on this day the first
democratic government was installed. It was an end of more than three centuries of the
white rule. Nelson Mandela became the first Black President of South Africa.

Q2. Nelson Mandela was the hero of South Africa’s freedom movement. Comment.
Answer: Nelson Mandela was a true hero of South Africa’s freedom movement. His
conscience encouraged him to demand a respectful and unique life for all. His soul
cleared him about the twin obligations for everyone. He was always determined to fulfil
them. He performed his obligations for his family as well as for his community. Although
he was prevented from doing so, yet he did not stop and got discouraged.

He became homeless. In spite of all these difficulties he could not change his decision. He
had a soul power to challenge the racial system of the white. He did not care about the

apartheid policy and announced that this policy had created a lasting wound in the country.
He fought against it and got success. He became the first black President of South Africa.
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